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Joseph Nolan brings his monumental
Widor series to the gentlest of ends

After so fearlessly traversing the sublime peaks and troughs of
Widor’s ten organ symphonies, it is fitting that Joseph Nolan
should seek repose by following up such an arduous journey with
a collection of some of the master’s smaller-scale organ works.
For this recording, Nolan performs on two fine Cavaillé-Coll
instruments, the famous three-manual 1888 organ of St Sernin,
Toulouse and the beautiful three-manual organ of St Francois De
Sales in Widor’s birth-place, Lyon. It was on this latter instrument
that Widor gave the premiere of the Fifth Symphony.

The six movements of Widor’s Suite Latine, written in 1927,
form a crescendo which begins with a dark, solemn Praeludium
and ends in a magnificent Lauda Sion. The refulgent sweetness of
the following Trois Nouvelles Pieces (1934) belie their composer’s
age of 9o years. Bach’s Memento comprises six paraphrase/
transcriptions of music by Widor’s beloved JS Bach, including two
preludes from The Well-Tempered Clavier and the final chorus from
the St Matthew Passion. Finally, two works in a lighter vein, the
Marche Americaine and Widor’s organ arrangement of the Marche
Nuptiale from the incidental music Widor wrote for an 1891
production of Auguste Dorchain’s play April Tale.

A pupil of Marie-Claire Alain and Gillian Weir, Nolan has been
Organist and Master of Music at St. George’s Cathedral, Perth
since 2008. Last year he was made a Chevalier in the Ordre
des Arts et des Lettres in recognition of his services to French
Music. Here, for the most part, he swaps the blazing intensity
that characterises much of his organ symphony recordings for a
reflective introversion that reveals yet another dimension of this
remarkable musician’s playing. This is nowhere more apparent
than in the dappled light of the Praeludium and Beatus Vir from
the Suite Latine and the glowing aquarelle sweetness of Classique
d’hier and Mystique from the Trois Nouvelles Pieces. Will Yeoman
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